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The Church at Worship 
Homecoming—Harvest Day 

 

 

 Sunday, November 5, 2023  Eleven o’clock 
 

* Please stand as you are able. 
 

But the jar he (the potter) was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed  
it into a lump of clay again and started over. Then the Lord gave me this message:  

“O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay?  
As the clay in the potter’s hand, as are you in my hand.” 

 

   Jeremiah 18:4-6 NLT 

 

 Prelude Largo Dr. Patricia Slomanski 
   George Frideric Handel 
 

 Choral Call to Worship Sing! Make a Joyful Sound! The Chancel Choir 
 

 Welcome, Greeting, and Introductions  Dr. Christopher Hillman 

 

 Invocation   Dr. Hillman 

 

 Memorial Recognitions 
 

* Hymn of Praise, No.  54 Great Is Thy Faithfulness  

 

 Choral Call to Prayer  The Chancel Choir 
  Spirit of the Living God, Fall Fresh on Me 

 

 Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  Dr. Hillman 

 

 Choral Response Hear Our Prayer, O Lord The Chancel Choir 
 

 Worship Through Music Unbounded Grace  The Chancel Choir 
 

* Hymn, No. 334 Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! 
  

 Offertory Hymn 

   Give thanks with a grateful heart! Give thanks to the Holy One! 
  Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son! (Repeat) 
  And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 

  Let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” (Repeat) 
  Give thanks! 
  Give thanks! 
  Give thanks! 
 

* Offertory Prayer  Mrs. Kate C. Lee 

 

 Offertory   Dr. Slomanski 
  His Eye Is On the Sparrow arr. Marilyn Hamm 

 

 Doxology 
 

  Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise Him all creatures here below. 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

 Worship Through Music The Holy City Dr. Wayne Brown 

 

 Reading of the Holy Scripture Jeremiah 18:1-11 Rev. Daryl Trexler 
 

 Sermon We Are The Clay Rev. Trexler 
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* Hymn of Invitation, No. 277    
 

   Take My Life, and Let It Be 
 

* Benediction and Blessing of the Fellowship Meal Dr. Hillman 

 

* Organ Dismissal   Dr. Slomanski 
  Fanfare arr. Diane Bish 

 

 

    
        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cornucopia arrangement is given to the glory of God by Michael Memory. 
 

  
 

A gracious welcome is extended to all who worship here today.   
Lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall following the morning service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome Rev. Daryl Trexler back to the pulpit for Homecoming. Rev. Trexler served as supply 
pastor here at FBC-Whiteville when we were without a pastor. He received his Bachelor of Business 
Administration (1994) and his Masters of Divinity (2002) from Campbell University. He serves with the 
North Carolina Baptist Foundation in the area of Financial Services. He is currently serving as the 
founding and volunteer pastor at the The Leland Church in Leland, North Carolina. He and his wife, 
Dawn, have two children, Abby and Ethan. We are so thankful he has come to share with us this 
Homecoming Sunday! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History Room is open today. After extensive damage from Hurricane Florence on September 14, 
2018 and its heavy rains, and the COVID issues, the History Committee is very happy to report that the 
Church History Room is now open. If anyone or group would like a guided tour, the committee will be 
happy to arrange that. However, anyone who wishes to visit, browse, or just see the History Room is 
welcomed to do so anytime the church office is open. Please call Carlton Prince or the church office 
to arrange a guided tour. Thank you, church family, for your patience and understanding. 
 

The History Committee—Charlotte Collins, Doris Davis, Mary Jean Prince, Jo Anne Vereen, Sherry 
Waters, Lois Willetts, Carlton Prince-Chairman. 
 

Deceased Committee Members—Martha Holt, Bettie Lou Memory, Mary Lou Smith, Olene Utley, Joanne 
Wall, William “Bill” Wilson. 
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A Short History of the 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

WHITEVILLE, NC 

  

  

 Fiƌst Baptist ChuƌĐh ǁas ĐoŶstituted oŶ August ϭϳ, ϭϴϯϰ. The fiƌst pastoƌ ǁas the 
ReǀeƌeŶd DeŶŶis LeŶŶoŶ fƌoŵ the LeŶŶoŶ’s Cƌossƌoads aƌea. SeƌǀiĐes ǁeƌe held at the Couƌt 
House SƋuaƌe uŶtil the ĐhuƌĐh ŵoǀed to its pƌeseŶt loĐatioŶ iŶ ϭϴϲϲ. 
 AŶ attƌaĐtiǀe Đlapďoaƌd ĐhuƌĐh ǁith tǁo fƌoŶt dooƌs, ďell toǁeƌ aŶd steeple ǁas ďuilt 
iŶ the ϭϴϳϬ’s. A ďƌiĐk additioŶ ǁas ĐoŶstƌuĐted ďehiŶd this ďuildiŶg iŶ the ϭϵϮϬ’s. The 
Đlapďoaƌd ďuildiŶg ǁas toƌŶ doǁŶ iŶ ϭϵϯϮ aŶd a Ŷeǁ saŶĐtuaƌǇ ǁas Đoŵpleted iŶ ϭϵϯϮ. This 
ďuildiŶg ďeĐaŵe kŶoǁŶ as the old Đhapel ďuildiŶg ǁheŶ the pƌeseŶt saŶĐtuaƌǇ ǁas ďuilt iŶ 
ϭϵϱϮ.  The aƌĐhiteĐt ǁas Mƌ. H. C. LeŶthiĐuŵ ǁho died the ǁeek ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ ǁas sĐheduled 
to ďegiŶ.  Mƌ. A. G. Caƌteƌ, the ĐoŶtƌaĐtoƌ aŶd a ŵeŵďeƌ, haŶdled the eŶtiƌe ďuildiŶg pƌojeĐt. 
DediĐatioŶ of the deďt fƌee saŶĐtuaƌǇ took plaĐe oŶ MaƌĐh ϭϳ, ϭϵϱϳ. The old Đhapel ďuildiŶg 
ǁas toƌŶ doǁŶ iŶ ϭϵϴϴ aŶd the pƌeseŶt eduĐatioŶ seĐtioŶ oŶ the Ŷoƌth side of the saŶĐtuaƌǇ 
ǁas ĐoŶstƌuĐted. DediĐatioŶ of this ďuildiŶg ǁas oŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ ϱ, ϭϵϴϵ.   
 AdjaĐeŶt pƌopeƌties haǀe ďeeŶ puƌĐhased. IŶ ϭϴϴϮ, the ĐhuƌĐh puƌĐhased the pƌopeƌtǇ 
south of its fiƌst paƌĐel fƌoŵ the Fiƌst St. Paul MissioŶaƌǇ Baptist ChuƌĐh. UŶtil ϭϴϳϮ these 
ĐoŶgƌegatioŶs ǁoƌshiped togetheƌ. IŶ ϭϵϭϯ, the ĐhuƌĐh puƌĐhased a paƌĐel of laŶd south of its 
pƌopeƌtǇ fƌoŵ the NC BlaĐk Methodist AssoĐiatioŶ. This ĐhuƌĐh is Ŷoǁ kŶoǁŶ as St. Maƌk AME 
)ioŶ ChuƌĐh. IŶ ϭϵϱϴ, the ĐhuƌĐh ďought laŶd fƌoŵ the Baggett faŵilǇ just aĐƌoss ChuƌĐh Stƌeet 
oŶ its Ŷoƌth side; this aƌea is Ŷoǁ a paƌkiŶg lot. IŶ ϭϵϲϱ, the ĐhuƌĐh ďought the pƌopeƌtǇ oŶ the 
east of the saŶĐtuaƌǇ ǁheƌe the Felloǁship Hall ǁas ĐoŶstƌuĐted iŶ ϭϵϲϲ. The F. M. White 
house ǁas ďought iŶ ϭϵϴϴ aŶd has siŶĐe ďeeŶ ƌeŵoǀed. 
 A fiƌst paƌsoŶage ǁas ďuilt iŶ the eaƌlǇ ϭϵϬϬ’s at ǁhat is Ŷoǁ the ĐoƌŶeƌ of US HighǁaǇ 
ϳϬϭ BǇpass ;J. K. Poǁell BouleǀaƌdͿ aŶd BusiŶess US HighǁaǇ ϳϰ-ϳϲ, kŶoǁŶ as the WashiŶgtoŶ 
Stƌeet oƌ ChadďouƌŶ Road. A seĐoŶd paƌsoŶage ǁas ďuilt oŶ the south side of the saŶĐtuaƌǇ iŶ 
the ϭϵϯϬ’s aŶd ƌazed iŶ the spƌiŶg of ϮϬϬϵ. This aƌea is Ŷoǁ used as a ĐhildƌeŶ’s plaǇgƌouŶd. 
 Fiƌst Baptist has had tǁeŶtǇ-siǆ pastoƌs: DeŶŶis LeŶŶoŶ, C. T. AŶdeƌsoŶ,  
Jaŵes W. DiĐksoŶ, HaǇŶes LeŶŶoŶ, Geoƌge W. Hill, JohŶ FƌaŶkliŶ MĐMillaŶ, CaƌsoŶ Poǁell,  
A. W. PƌiĐe, Jaŵes A. Sŵith, JohŶ F. Tuttle, J. T. Betts, B. H. Phillips, J. G. BlaloĐk,  
Chaƌles Cooke Sŵith, J. H. Poteet, I. T. NeǁtoŶ, B. T. RoaĐh, Saŵuel N. Laŵď, Dƌ. Roďeƌt C. 
Fosteƌ, Dƌ. FƌaŶĐis S. ChessoŶ, Dƌ. GǁeŶŶ MĐCoƌŵiĐk, RoǇ Walkeƌ, Dƌ. Rogeƌ B. Gilďeƌt,  
Dƌ. L. KeŶdell CaŵeƌoŶ, Jƌ., Dƌ. RoŶald M. HiŶsoŶ, Jƌ., Reǀ. RǇaŶ Cloƌe, aŶd Dƌ. Chƌistopheƌ 
HillŵaŶ. The ReǀeƌeŶd Eddie Foƌt seƌǀed as ouƌ MiŶisteƌ of MusiĐ fƌoŵ August ϮϬϬϰ uŶtil 
FeďƌuaƌǇ ϮϬϮϯ. The ĐhuƌĐh has had siǆ iŶteƌiŵ pastoƌs—DaŶiel DeatoŶ, Jaŵes F. HeatoŶ, FƌaŶk 
HaǁkiŶs, Lutheƌ ͞Dƌag͟ KiŵƌeǇ, AŶdƌeǁ BaƌŶhill, aŶd Dƌ. WaǇŶe BƌoǁŶ. 
 Thƌee pastoƌs ǁeƌe foƌeigŶ ŵissioŶaƌies: CaƌsoŶ Poǁell ;AfƌiĐaͿ, B. T. RoaĐh ;ChiŶaͿ 
aŶd FƌaŶk HaǁkiŶs ;BƌazilͿ. Tǁo ǁeƌe CoŶfedeƌate offiĐeƌs iŶ the Ciǀil Waƌ: Jaŵes W. DiĐksoŶ 
aŶd JohŶ FƌaŶkliŶ Tuttle. The ReǀeƌeŶd Jaŵes A. Sŵith seƌǀed as a pƌiǀate aŶd lateƌ led iŶ the 
effoƌt to get Foƌt Fisheƌ Ŷaŵed a NatioŶal Paƌk. Seǀeƌal ŵeŵďeƌs haǀe goŶe to the foƌeigŶ 
ŵissioŶ field: Miss MaƌǇ FaŶŶie MeŵoƌǇ ϭϴϳϵ; Mƌs. Lela MeŵoƌǇ ;HaƌoldͿ MĐMillaŶ ϭϵϭϯ 
;ChiŶaͿ; Mƌs. ElaiŶe Sheffield ;AƌĐhieͿ NatioŶs ϭϵϱϮ ;JapaŶͿ; WallǇĐe Todd ;SloǀakiaͿ; MasoŶ 
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Sŵith ;GeƌŵaŶǇͿ; aŶd Mƌs. StephaŶie UŶdeƌǁood HathaǁaǇ ;AdaŵͿ ;SheŶǇaŶg, ChiŶaͿ. Fiƌst 
Baptist ĐoŶtiŶues a stƌoŶg eŵphasis oŶ ŵissioŶs. 
 AĐĐoƌdiŶg to the iŶfoƌŵatioŶ aǀailaďle, the ĐhuƌĐh has oƌdaiŶed the folloǁiŶg 
ŵiŶisteƌs: AƌĐhiďald MĐMillaŶ, Chaƌles GlissoŶ, DeŶŶis Phillips, KeƌƌǇ Peeleƌ, MasoŶ Sŵith, aŶd 
WallǇĐe Todd. Seǀeƌal ǁoŵeŶ haǀe ďeeŶ oƌdaiŶed as deaĐoŶs siŶĐe Mƌs. GaǇle Poǁell ǁas 
oƌdaiŶed iŶ ϭϵϴϳ. LiŶza GƌaĐe Sŵith LaǇŵaŶ Coffee aŶd Chaƌles Lee PƌiĐe ǁho ďoth gƌeǁ up iŶ 
Fiƌst Baptist ChuƌĐh haǀe ďeeŶ oƌdaiŶed to the ŵiŶistƌǇ ďǇ theiƌ ƌespeĐtiǀe ĐhuƌĐhes. 
 OŶe of FBC Whiteǀille’s ŵost distiŶguished ŵeŵďeƌs iŶ the field of Religious Woƌk is 
Dƌ. H. I. Hesteƌ, ǁho ǁas a ŵeŵďeƌ aŶd SuŶdaǇ SĐhool teaĐheƌ heƌe fƌoŵ ϭϵϬϵ-ϭϵϭϰ ǁheŶ he 
left foƌ Wake Foƌest UŶiǀeƌsitǇ. 
 The WoŵeŶ’s MissioŶaƌǇ UŶioŶ ǁas oƌgaŶized iŶ ϭϴϳϵ. A ŵiŶistƌǇ to the deaf ǁas 
ďeguŶ iŶ ϭϵϰϴ. The ĐhuƌĐh staƌted the Coluŵďus Baptist MissioŶ iŶ ϭϵϱϯ, aŶd this 
ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ eǀolǀed iŶto TƌiŶitǇ Baptist ChuƌĐh, Ŷoǁ loĐated oŶ South ThoŵpsoŶ Stƌeet. 
 The ChuƌĐh HistoƌǇ Rooŵ ǁas offiĐiallǇ opeŶed aŶd dediĐated oŶ the ϭϳϱth AŶŶiǀeƌsaƌǇ 
of Fiƌst Baptist ChuƌĐh Đeleďƌated oŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭ, ϮϬϬϵ. 
 The ĐhuƌĐh aĐĐepts peƌsoŶs foƌ ŵeŵďeƌship ǁho pƌofess a ChƌistiaŶ faith aŶd ǁho 
haǀe eǆpeƌieŶĐed a ďelieǀeƌ’s ďaptisŵ oƌ ƌeƋuests a ďaptisŵ ďǇ iŵŵeƌsioŶ. Otheƌs joiŶ ďǇ 
pƌoŵise of ĐhuƌĐh letteƌs fƌoŵ aŶotheƌ Baptist ĐhuƌĐh oƌ ďǇ theiƌ stateŵeŶt of ChƌistiaŶ faith 
aŶd pƌioƌ ďaptisŵ. 
 Oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs, a ďƌoad ƌaŶge of aĐtiǀities has ďeeŶ offeƌed, iŶĐludiŶg ǁeeklǇ Biďle 
studǇ thƌough ouƌ SuŶdaǇ SĐhool; MissioŶ gƌoups foƌ ŵeŶ, ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ, ŵiŶistƌies to 
SeŶioƌ adults, ĐhildƌeŶ, Ǉouth, aŶd faŵilies, a gƌaded Đhoiƌ ŵiŶistƌǇ, VaĐatioŶ Biďle SĐhool, 
MissioŶ tƌips, OpeƌatioŶ IŶasŵuĐh, aŶd ǁeeklǇ WedŶesdaǇ Ŷight suppeƌ ďefoƌe pƌaǇeƌ seƌǀiĐe. 
Faǀoƌite speĐial aĐtiǀities haǀe iŶĐluded Ash WedŶesdaǇ, MauŶdǇ ThuƌsdaǇ, Good FƌidaǇ, 
HaŶgiŶg of the GƌeeŶs, The Youth Pƌogƌessiǀe DiŶŶeƌ aŶd the Chƌistŵas Eǀe CoŵŵuŶioŶ. The 
CoŵŵuŶitǇ ThaŶksgiǀiŶg SeƌǀiĐe is also a highlight. AŶotheƌ speĐial eǀeŶt is the eǆĐhaŶge 
ǁoƌship seƌǀiĐe aŶd ƌeĐeptioŶ ďetǁeeŶ Fiƌst Baptist aŶd Fiƌst St. Paul MissioŶaƌǇ Baptist. 
These ĐoŶgƌegatioŶs ǁoƌshiped togetheƌ thƌough ϭϴϳϮ. 
 As of Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭ, ϮϬϮϯ, Fiƌst Baptist ChuƌĐh Whiteǀille has a ŵeŵďeƌship of ϯϰϮ, of 
ǁhiĐh Ϯϳϳ aƌe ƌesideŶt ŵeŵďeƌs. The ChuƌĐh is a ǁaƌŵ, iŶǀitiŶg, ƌeleǀaŶt, ĐaƌiŶg felloǁship. 
The ĐoŶgƌegatioŶ ǁoƌships God ǁith a ŵusiĐ eŵphasis, a stƌoŶg pƌoĐlaŵatioŶ of God’s HolǇ 
Woƌd aŶd the leadeƌship of the HolǇ Spiƌit. 
  

  

Suďŵitted ďǇ CaƌltoŶ PƌiŶĐe, Chaiƌ of the HistoƌǇ Coŵŵittee 

SouƌĐes: ChuƌĐh aŶd AssoĐiatioŶal ŵiŶutes, Ŷeǁspapeƌ aĐĐouŶts, Contacts, ďulletiŶs, letteƌs, 
etĐ. All of these aƌe iŶ the HistoƌǇ Rooŵ. 
  



6 

REMEMBERING OUR HERITAGE 

First Baptist Church 

Whiteville, North Carolina 
 

Fifty or More Years of Membership 

Audrey Black 

Murline Britt 
Carl E. Butler 
Hilda Butler 
A. G. “Buster” Carter 
Brenda Carter 
Jerry L. Carter 
Michael Cole 

Charlotte Collins 
Joseph W. Cook 

Doris B. Davis 
Charles L. Duncan 

Dale Duncan 

Elizabeth Fowler 
Rocky Fowler 
Yvonne Gold 

Jackie Harper 
Doris Harwood 

David Heath 

Charles Hickman 

Sally McKenzie High 

Joe Hooks 
Doris Hughes 
Billie Jayroe 

Betty Gail Kronenwetter 
Rose Langston 

Coy M. Long 

Charles Lytle 

Michael Memory 

Simms Memory 

Jennifer Moranz 

Milton Page 

Janet Plasky 

Betty Jo Prevatte 

Carlton Prince 

James Rogers 
Lynn Rogers 
Ella Jo Sellers 
Myrtie Sellers 
William D. Smith, Jr. 
Carolyn Southerland 

Juanita Stanley 

Nancy Lytle Stapp 

David Tedder 
Rita Todd 

Glenda Turbeville 

Joanne Vereen 

Ronald M. Walters 
Harry D. Ward 

Glenn Waters 
Barbara Whitson 

Lois Willetts 
Stephen Willetts 
J. Gregory Williams 
Merle Worley 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED SINCE NOVEMBER 1, 2022 

Jeffery Mahanes, November 20, 2022 

Keith Beverly, February 12, 2023 

Jamie Beverly, February 12, 2023 

Christopher Hillman, August 6, 2023 

Resa Hillman, August 6, 2023 

Karen Dawsey, August 13, 2023 

Julie Hillman, September 17, 2023 

Brian Hogeboon, September 17, 2023 

Christie Hogeboon, September 17, 2023 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE PASSED SINCE NOVEMBER 1, 2022 

Rev. Joe Sellers, January 4, 2023 

Nancy Smith, February 5, 2023 

Lois Batten, March 6, 2023 

Juanita Tedder, March 6, 2023 

James Collier, Jr., May 23, 2023 

Dewey Hill, Sr., June 27, 2023 

Jean Patterson, July 17, 2023 

Carol Jones, October 2, 2023 
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES  
 

 Sunday, November 5 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.  Homecoming/Harvest Day with special  
       guest speaker Rev. Daryl Trexler and  
       special music by Dr. Wayne Brown 

 12:00 noon Covered-Dish Dinner in the fellowship hall 
 

 Monday, November 6 

 6:30 p.m. Bible Study Coordinated by Willis & Sue  
      Pinnell and Robert & Kris Cliburn 

 

 Wednesday, November 8 

 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting 

 

 Saturday, November 11 

  FBC Float in the Veterans Day Parade 

       We still need candy donations. 
       We will not need riders this year. 
 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

 Sunday, November 12 

 9:30 a.m. Breakfast and Joint Adult Sunday School 
      Presentation by Sara Lamkin 

 11:00 a.m.  Mental Health Sunday, Morning Worship 

      Sara Lamkin 

 

 Monday, November 13 

 9:30 a.m. Finance Meeting 

 10:00 a.m. WMU Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Bible Study Coordinated by Willis & Sue  
      Pinnell and Robert & Kris Cliburn 

 

 Wednesday, November 15 

 5:45 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper—Group 4 (Brenda Carter &  
      Genie Carter, co-chairs) 
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting 

 

 Sunday, November 19 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.  Morning Worship 

 6:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving Service at First  
       Baptist Church Whiteville. 
 

 Monday, November 20 

  Poinsettia Order Deadline 

 9:30 a.m. Finance Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Bible Study Coordinated by Willis & Sue  
      Pinnell and Robert & Kris Cliburn 

 

 Tuesday, November 21 

 6:30 p.m. Deacons’ Meeting 
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Church Staff 
 

Ministerial Staff 

Dr. Christopher Hillman, Pastor 
 

Ministry Assistance Staff  
Mrs. Teresa Malpass, Ministry Assistant 

Mrs. Dinah Reaves, Financial Ministry Assistant 
 Dr. Patricia Slomanski, Organist 

  

Church Office Hours 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.  
Monday—Thursday 

Phone: (910) 642-2139          Fax: (910) 642-5874 

Web Site: www.fbcwhiteville.com 

Email: office@fbcwhiteville.com 

CCLI #2525192 

CSPL#197352 

 

(live broadcast on radio stations WTXY AM 1540, FM 103.9, and online at  
kool1039radio.com—“Listen Live”, and First Baptist Church Whiteville Facebook Page) 

 


