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THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 December 20, 2020 

 
 Morning Worship  Eleven o’ clock 
 
* Please stand as you are able.  

 
 
 Greeting and Invocation Dr. Wayne Brown 

    
 Prelude  Mrs. Patricia Slomanski
  The Birthday of a King arr. Diane Bish 
 
* Hymn of Praise, No. 87  ANTIOCH
  Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come 
  (Please see page 4.) 
 
 The Advent Wreath Lighting the Candle of Love 
 
  Leader: We have lit three candles—for Hope, for Peace, and for Joy. Today 
   we light the fourth candle—the candle of Love. With this flame we 
   signify the love of God that surrounds and fills us at all times, in  
   which we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story. There is 
   no greater power than love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, 
   stronger than grief or despair, stronger even than death. We love, 
   because God loves us. 
 

  People: Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Advent season. As  
   these candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination. Show 
   us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes  
   from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be  
   contained, but must be shared. Magnify your love within us.  
   Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk 
   in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

  Leader: Live now in love, and take with you the certain knowledge that God 
   is always coming into the world.  
 

  People: We will seek God, not only in a long ago stable or ancient  
   manger, but in the people we meet and in the depths of our own 
   hearts. 
 

  Leader: May the blessing of Advent make you a blessing to others; may the 
   love of the season pervade all that you do. 
 

  People: We will welcome the challenge to love. We will go forth in Hope,  
   Peace, Joy, and Love. 
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 Song Response  GARTAN 
  Candle of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and Christ 
  (Please see page 7.) 
 
 Worship through Song Mary-Gregg Williamson, Piano 

    Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach, arr. Melody Bober 
 
 Spoken Carol  Rev. Eddie Fort 
  Love Came Down At Christmas GARTAN 
 
 
 
 
 Carol, No. 85 The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 
  (Please see page 5.) Carly Sanderson and  
  Mary-Gregg Williamson, Flute 
 
 Pastoral Prayer  Dr. Brown    
 
 Worship through Song Rev. Fort 

    Baby Bethlehem arr. Edward Boatner 
 
 
 The Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-20 Dr. Brown 
 
 Sermon The Shepherds Came to Him Dr. Brown 
 
* Carol of Commitment, No. 105  BUNESSAN 
 

     Child in the Manger 
  (Please see page 6.) 

 Benediction  Dr. Brown 
 
* Benediction Response Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 
 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
  Praise Him above, ye heavn’ly host. 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice!  
  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
 
* Postlude  Mr. Slomanski 
  And the Glory of the Lord George Frideric Handel 
  (from MESSIAH) 
 
 
 
 

  † † † 
 

 
 
 The Advent Wreath Readings are copied and adapted from 
 www.processandfaith.org 
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
 Thursday, December 24th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

New Year’s Eve Drop-in Communion 
 Thursday, December 31st from 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

  Candle of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and Christ 
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Ministerial Staff 

 

Dr. Wayne Brown, Interim Pastor 
Rev. Eddie Fort, Minister of Music 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Support Staff 

Mrs. Teresa Malpass, Ministry Assistant 
Mrs. Dinah Reaves, Financial Ministry Assistant 

Mrs. Pat Slomanski, Interim Organist 
 

Church Office Hours 8:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. Monday—Friday 
Phone: (910) 642-2139          Fax: (910) 642-5874 

Web Site: www.fbcwhiteville.com 
Email: office@fbcwhiteville.com 

CCLI #1445259 
 

(live broadcast on WTXY AM 1540, FM 103.9, 
kool1039radio.com—“Listen Live”, and our First Baptist 

Church Whiteville Facebook page) 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 

 

 Sunday, December 20 
  10:00 a.m. Sunday School with Rev. Wallyce Todd 
  11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

 Monday, December 21 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m.  Bethlehem Star Service at the  
   Mercer farm in Chadbourn. Short   
   message, music, and hot dogs 
   (1040 Elroy Mercer Road, Chadbourn, NC) 
  

 Thursday, December 24 
   Office Closed for Christmas Eve 
 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 
 

 Friday, December 24 
   Office Closed for Christmas  
 

 

  Thursday, December 31 

 4:00 – New Year’s Eve Drop-in Open  
 8:00 p.m. Communion 
 

 Deacons of the Week 
 12/20 Ron Walters / Haywood Corbett 
 12/27  Lauren Cole / Donna Prince 
 1/03 Genie Carter / Peggy Underwood 
 1/10 David Carter / Charlie Duncan 
 

Global Missions - Goal $4,500, Received $745 
Lottie Moon - Goal $2,000, Received $970    


